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Birth order and personality
One’s order of birth is greatly attributed to the personality traits that one would adopt. Alfred Adler was among the first pioneer scholars in the realm of psychology to theorize and bring into perspective that personality traits play a significant role in morphing one’s personality and he also the founder of Individual Psychology. 
Adler opines that firstborns are reserved individuals who are submissive to authorities and when given leadership responsibilities they conform to the rules. Firstborns tend to behave in a socially appropriate way and highly expect others to follow the rules. Given their position as the first to be born they grow with a lot of attention that with the birth of another child they are dethroned and start to compete from the fading center of attention giving them the character to be motivated than lastborn in the bid to please and receive the elusive attention they are seeking.
Middleborns are characterized by their rebellious behaviors with an affinity to challenge authority. They also tend towards being skilled negotiators to bring calmness and harmony amidst wrangles. Their middle position disadvantages them since they always seek to find significance in the family by trying to compete with the eldest while keeping ahead of the lastborn. To garner the recognition they always have to find their shining star elsewhere when the firstborn has set immense success in a certain area and are prone to become discouraged.
The youngest siblings are famed for not being good in taking responsibility for basic functions, immature with high dependency behaviors due to their pampering hence no ideal opportunity to seek self-sufficiency. They are highly interactive with attention being drawn their way which they take advantage of to manipulate and charm their way to having people committing to do their tasks. An only child is beholden to attention considering they do not have to compete to gain hence they carry the feeling of entitlement with challenges engaging to peers but they possess leadership attributes. They are dexterous and careful in conducting their tasks due to the focused attention they receive which sophisticates them with the necessary skills to accomplish responsibilities meticulously.
Being a lastborn in a family of two siblings I find the information not being entirely true. Throughout my life, I have always been responsible for my obligation and have not had to manipulate anyone to conduct my duties. This can be attributed to the strict allocation of duties by the parents who ensure that none of us is burdened with all the tasks while the other is on his frolic. Also to be noted is that majorly we are not at home at the same time with my sibling hence alone most of the time which has resulted in me stepping up to conduct all the basic tasks on my own. It is therefore imperative that the order theory is not an ideal theory based on the fact that the different environmental structures and circumstances are dynamic hence the determining of the personality is quite a stretch burdened with abstract assumptions although its accuracy may be presumed in some circumstances.
 
 
 
 
 
 


Reference
Gustafson, C. (2010, September). The Effects of Birth Order On Personality. https://alfredadler.edu/sites/default/files/Gustafson%20MP%202010.pdf. Accessed 8th February 2021.
[bookmark: _GoBack] 
 
 
 
 

